Retinal detachment after cataract surgery. Predisposing factors.
The authors studied the characteristics of 376 eyes of 361 patients with primary retinal detachment (RD) and surgical aphakia (103 eyes) or pseudophakia (273 eyes). Of the pseudophakic eyes, 17 had an iris-fixated intraocular lens (IOL), 111 had an anterior chamber (AC) IOL, and 145 had a posterior chamber (PC) IOL. Of the PC IOL cases, 48 (33%) had undergone YAG capsulotomy, and 46% of them developed RD within 6 months after capsulotomy. The frequency of no breaks found in pseudophakic RD (15%) was significantly higher than in RD with simple aphakia (5%). The most frequent reasons were incomplete fundus view due to a small pupil in the iris-fixated (83%) and the AC (44%) groups, and cloudiness of capsular remnants in the PC group (78%). In pseudophakic RD, sizable single tears, located more posteriorly than in RD with simple aphakia, were frequent. The authors speculate that in pseudophakic RD the retinal breaks may resemble those noted in phakic RD.